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MULLICA TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Home of the Coyotes 
 

May 1, 2020 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

I hope this communication finds you healthy and safe.  As we conclude our sixth week of remote learning, we 

have two important announcements to pass along. 

 

First, we have been notified by the New Jersey Department of Agriculture that effective immediately all students 

in the district are eligible for free meals, regardless of their status during the COVID-19 school closure.  This 

means any student in the district can receive food free of charge until further notice.  If you would like to 

take advantage of this extraordinary eligibility waiver, please contact our Food Services Director, Kyle DiVito 

at (609) 561-3868 ext.247 or email him at mts@nsfm.com.  As a reminder, meals are distributed on a weekly 

basis each Monday from 8am-12pm at the main entrance to the school. 

 

Second, since our closure on March 16th, we have been collecting student work, providing feedback, and 

assigning new work as appropriate through multiple learning platforms.  What began as a temporary closure with 

learning packets has quickly evolved into virtual learning with Google Classroom, Google Meets, ZOOM, Class 

Dojo, YouTube videos, and other interactive online programs.  One key to continued learning during this 

unprecedented situation is detailed feedback to students from teachers.  Research supports the impact of non-

graded feedback to focus students on learning rather than performance (Butler & Mordecai, 1986), and when the 

psychological and intellectual "load" on students and their families is so significant, it is important that schools 

lean on the side of support and learning rather than competition and high-stakes performance. 

 

During this challenging and stressful time, and all times for that matter, we will act in the best interest of our 

children.  In order for grades to be assigned, we must affirm they are accurate, equitable, and most importantly, 

they support learning.  We know that stress related to COVID-19 will negatively impact student performance.  

We also know that student performance during this closure is likely to reflect racial, economic, and resource 

differences.  Additionally, we know that remote learning is a brand new experience for parents, students, and 

teachers which has required varying degrees of learning from each individual.  As such, the Mullica Township 

School District will continue to acknowledge student work and provide detailed feedback utilizing a 

pass/incomplete grading system.    

 

Our decision to implement a pass/incomplete grading system was based on discussions with fellow districts, 

researching best practices and professional literature, and listening to feedback from parents, students, and 

teachers.  Specific grade level/subject area expectations will continue to be communicated by your child’s 

teacher(s).   

 

We thank you for your ongoing support and understanding during the closure.  We appreciate all your efforts at 

home while you assume the many roles necessary to simultaneously parent and teach your child.  We can’t wait 

to see you when school resumes! 

#WeAreMullica 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Andrew Weber 
Superintendent of Schools 
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